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SUBJECT: STRICT SECURITY MEASURES IN EFFECT; PRESIDENT 
SCOTCHES RUMOR OF EARLY RELEASE OF DETAINEES 

REE: A) VICTORIA 445; B) VICTORIA 388; C) VICTORIA 376; 

D) VICTORIA 352 

1. FOR PAST WEEK, POLICE AND ARMY UNITS HAVE STEPPED UP 
NIGHTTIME SECURITY PATROLS AND ESTABLISHED ROADBLOCKS ON 
MAJOR ROADWAYS OF PRINCIPAL ISLAND OF MAHE. MOTORISTS 
TRAVELING AFTER 2100 HAVE BEEN STOPPED, FRISKED AND HAD 
THEIR VEHICLES THOROUGHLY SEARCHED AS OFTEN AS EIVE TIMES 
IN 8-10 MILE TRIP. AT JUNE 19 PRESS CONFERENCE PRESIDENT 
RENE SAID THAT "FULL ALERT" IS IN EFEECT BECAUSE "DANGER 

IS NOT OVER" AND SOME SEYCHELLOIS ARE STILL IN CONTACT WITH 
MERCENARIES TRAINED FOR ALLEGED COUNTER-COUP ATTEMPT WHICH 
GOS CLAIMED TO HAVE FOILED APRIL 29. RENE MAINTAINED BOAT 
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PURCHASED TO TRANSPORT MERCENARIES IS STILL IN MOMBASA. HE 
ADDED THAT "IT HAS BEEN ESTABLISHED BEYOND DOUBT" THAT THE 
RECENT SUCCESSFUL COUP IN COMOROS AND ALLEGED COUNTER-COUP 
IN SEYCHELLES WERE "CLOSELY CONNECTED" AND SCHEDULED TO 
TAKE PLACE AROUND SAME TIME. 

2. HEIGHTENED SECURITY MEASURES HAVE PRODUCED AT LEAST TWO 
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INCIDENTS. A YOUNG SEYCHELLOIS WAS WOUNDED LAST WEEK BY 
ARMY PATROL IN NIGHTTIME SWEEP OF BEACH AREA. AFTER SKIRTING 
QUESTION OF POSSIBLE IRRESPONSIBLE ACTION FOR SEVERAL DAYS, 
GOVERNMENT ACKNOWLEDGED SHOOTING WAS MISTAKE AND SAID MEASURES 
WOULD BE TAKEN TO PREVENT RECURRENCE. ON JUNE 17, DEPUTY 
BRITISH HIGH COMMISSIONER COPSON AND WIFE IN CD VEHICLE EN 
ROUTE TO DINNER PARTY MADE WRONG TURN INTO DRIVEWAY OF HOUSE 
OCCUPIED BY TANZANIAN MILITARY ADVISORS AND SEYCHELLOIS 
SOLDIERS AND WERE HELD AT GUNPOINT FOR FIFTEEN MINUTES BEFORE BEING 
ALLOWED TO PROCEED. TOURISTS ARE NOT EXEMPT FROM STOP AND SEARCH 
OPERATIONS (INDEED, POLICE SOURCES SAY SECURITY ESTABLISH- 
MENT BELIEVES SOME MERCENARIES ARE IN SEYCHELLES UNDER 
TOURIST GUISE) AND NEGATIVE IMPACT ON SEYCHELLES' LEADING 
INDUSTRY CAN BE ANTICIPATED. EVENING OF JUNE 21 WITNESSED 
MOST COMPREHENSIVE SECURITY OPERATION UNDERTAKEN SINCE JUNE 5, 

1977 COUP D'ETAT. DOWNTOWN TRAFFIC WAS HELD UP FOR FULL HOUR 
WHILE POLICE AND PEOPLE'S MILITIA SEARCHED VEHICLES AND 
MANY OCCUPANTS. FOR FIRST TIME ARMY WAS NOT IN EVIDENCE. 

3. IN RESPONSE QUESTIONS ABOUT TWENTY SEYCHELLOIS DETAINED 
SINCE APRIL 29, RENE TOLD REPORTERS GOS STUDYING RECOMMENDATION 
OF TRIBUNAL BUT HAS DECIDED IT IS NOT YET TIME TO RELEASE THEM. 

HE CLAIMED THEY ARE IN GOOD HEALTH, RECEIVE MEDICAL ATTENTION 
AND ARE ONLY LOCKED IN CELLS AT NIGHT. HE ACKNOWLEDGED THAT 
SOME SEYCHELLOIS LIVING IN AUSTRALIA HAD TRIED TO ORGANIZE 
"PRESSURE GROUP " AND HAD WRITTEN "PRESIDENT CARTER, THE 
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QUEEN AND OTHER HEADS OF STATE" ALLEGING DETAINEES ARE 
BEING BADLY TREATED. ACCORDING ATTORNEYS, WHO NOW HAVE ACCESS 
TO DETAINEES, ALL ARE DEJECTED BUT, WITH EXCEPTION ONE WOMAN 
WHO HAS SUFFERED "NERVOUS BREAKDOWN" AND BEEN HOSPITALIZED, 

THEY ARE IN GENERALLY GOOD HEALTH AND NOT BEING ILL-TREATED 
IN ANY WAY. 

MATTSON 
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